GICF Sunday, 20 March 2011
JOHN 18:14-27 The Two Betrayals Part 2 – Kiss or Curse?

What would you prefer – a kiss or a curse?  Which would Jesus have preferred? Last week we saw Judas’ last chance and his fall to the love of money, which he sealed with a kiss. This week we see Peter at his worst – unstable and foolhardy, while Jesus continues stable and has set ‘his face like flint’ to go to the cross.  These 2 passages (from John 18:1-4, and today’s text) are contrasts between the three main characters – Judas, Jesus and Peter. 
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Tempted – hangs himself
Denies Christ and weeps (Godly sorrow leads to repentance)

READ John 18:14-27

CONTEXT This whole section connects around verse 14 – one man should die!  Let’s look at the roles of Judas and Peter in the action.

With Judas, Jesus shows himself calm and in control.  Clearly, Judas was not.  With Peter, the narrative switches back and forth between Jesus and Peter as opposites:


Jesus – calm, resolute, has the moral high ground (v33)


Peter – nervous, irresolute, a moral mess (lies and curses).  And Jesus sees it! Oh the shame!

Just as last week, Judas was drawn by money, this week Peter shows how easy it is to fall.  Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall!  We will look at the 3 challenges (in increasing degree) that tested his loyalty to Christ. Actually, there were more than 3 but they happened in a group at three separate moments.  Each gospel adds a different aspect.  What happened to Peter?
Imagine Peter in the garden.  He draws his sword and cuts off an ear in defense of Jesus.  All the disciples flee, but Peter and John follow Jesus at a distance.  What is Peter thinking?  Where is his sword?  Is he thinking something like, “I’ll save Him” I won’t leave Him” “There must be something I can do”?  Maybe he is confused but is trying to plan something to help Jesus.  Then, BOOM!  His first challenge:

I. The Challenge (verse 16-17)
a. John gets in (he may even have been a priest)
b. The doorkeeper sees Peter by the fire and says, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”  How easy it was to deny Jesus when the question was framed that way!
“You’re not… are you?”  This question appears to demand a ‘no!’ as an answer.  Luke tells us she was staring at him.  Here she seems to get up the courage and wants to check it appears, but in an easy-to-deny way. He answers, “I AM NOT!” and Luke adds that he also said, “I don’t know the man!” Compare Peter’s “I am not’ with Jesus’ “I am” (v5 & 6) John shows Jesus as calm and decided, while Peter appears as the opposite... I am… I am not!  How easy it was to say “I am not” thinking it would be safer. Yet how much harder it became to backtrack when faced with the next challenges.  He had said ‘A’ and was forced then to say ‘B’.  

This may happen to us when asked a simple question that demands a negative answer, “You’re not one of those religious fanatics, are you?”  What will you say?

(V19-23)  Jesus is questioned but gives no useful evidence for the later hearing before Caiaphas.  When beaten unlawfully, shows he has the moral high ground, pointing out that they have not given an accusation nor questioned any witnesses.)
II. The second Challenge 
The scene switches back to Peter.  John’s account tells the gentle question of one bystander, while Luke 22:58 reports another bystander’s harsher challenge, “you ARE one of them!”  Peter responds (and must respond this way, given his last answer!) “Man, I am not!”  The question has changed to a more serious tone.  

Peter now has no choice but to maintain his position and cover one lie with another.  “Woman, I do not know him!” “Man, I am not!”  But what was a man like him doing in the dead night in the courtyard of the high priest’s house?  His position seems untenable and inexplicable.  If he had been thinking of attacking or rescuing Jesus, all those thoughts and intentions must have been nearly shattered by then.  And then it gets worse!
III. The Third Challenge (John 18: 26)
Luke 22:59 completes this picture by telling us that the bystanders knew Peter was a Galilean by his accent.  “Your speech betrays you; surely you are one of them!” Matt 27:23.  John adds the comment of the relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off in the garden, ‘Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?’

“I saw you!”  Peter had a perfect opportunity to give testimony but he’d already blown it by relatively ‘minor’ indiscretions.  Now, just as he begins to curse and swear that he does not even know Jesus, the very worst thing happens.  Let’s imagine this in slow motion!

A. “You must be one of them; you sound like one.  You were with Him”

B. (Cursing and swearing) “I don’t know the man”

C. The cock crows again (Luke 22:60)

D. Jesus looks at Peter before being led away to the Sanhedrin (Luke 22:61)

E. Peter went out and wept. (Luke 22:62)

F. (Shortly afterwards, Judas returns the money and goes out to hang himself)

Peter is completely wiped out.  His testimony is destroyed BY HIMSELF, publicly, an in the presence of his friend, Jesus!  Judas kissed Jesus and betrayed him.  Peter defended him in human strength (with his sword) then cursed and swore that he did not know him within a short time.  Both men seem finished as followers.

IV. Conclusion

While no application is given in the text, we can draw some conclusions to apply to our own walk with God and before those outside. 
Have you ever committed ‘minor indiscretions’ that made it hard for you later to take a stand for Christ?  Perhaps a risqué joke, a social drink, an ‘abominable’ movie (fools mock at sin and so do many movies!).  God hates sin and wants us to do so also.  The fear of the Lord is … to hate evil (Proverbs 8:13).

Judas hanged himself while Peter was willing to be restored (John 21).  Are you willing to be restored?  

If you have committed minor indiscretions (call them sin!) then go back and apologise to that person, even if they are not a Christian, and tell them you are sorry for harming your own testimony for Christ.  

If you have committed major indiscretions, the same applies.  Don’t let anything hinder your testimony before unbelievers. 
If this has never happened to you, WATCH OUT for those ‘easy outs’ that become a slippery slope to defeat.  Peter wanted to do right but failed miserably.  That’s why he can be a good example to us.  Learn from his mistakes and live like the new Peter this week (see Acts chapter 2) full of the Holy Spirit with power to testify!
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